‘Today’s Bible is a
reliable transiation

~ Recently, I wrote a let-
ter to the editor very critical of the

" Bible. He stated, “Tens-of thou-

-sands of variations exist between
the manuscripts.” That was an iin-
derstatement because the number
of these variations (textual errors)
is actually more than 200,000.

He came to the conclusion that if
thé manuscripts are flawed, then its
doctrines are also. Well, don’t feel

"bad if you were taken in by his let-
ter because it’s not your fault.

Some important information was

omitted.
What he failed to mention is that

the vast majority of these mistakes -

are minor and do not affect the

meaning of the Scripture. They -

mostly consist of errors in speiling,
- word order and omission of letters,
numbers or words.

- Instead of these variations being
proof that the Bible cannot be trust-
ed, they are convincing evidence of

its reliability. God, in his wisdom,

chose to preserve his Word by al-
lowing it to be copied in different
locations and languages. -

. Ifthe Bible had been restricted to
one particular people or place, then
we would not know for certain if
any changes had been made. Be-
cause of the thousands of copies
that have been- discovered we are
able to make comparisons among

* them. When -a discrepancy is
- found, it can be detected by com-

paring it to the many copies that do

‘not contain the error.

- Is the Bible perfect? Yes, in the
original documents as given by
God. Is the Bible we have today

- perfect? No, but it is an accurate

and reliable translation and nodoc.

trines have »been affected by any
textual variations. Are all Bibles
available today trustworthy? Don’t

- get me started. -
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